
HEY BIG BROTHER – Rare Earth (Em) 
 

 

GUITAR  / KEYBOARD CHORDS: 

 

Em= o22ooo G= 32ooo3 A= xo222o B= xx4442 

    

    
 

Gb= xx4322 D= xxo232 Bm= xx4432 E= o221oo 

    

    
 

 

 

 

INTRO:  Em (bass only) 

              Em-G   Em-A   Em-Gb   Em-G   X4 

              Em-A   Em-A    X3  

              Em-A   Bm-A 

 

 

                 Em                               

CHORUS1:     Hey big brother .. as soon as you arrive 

                  

                      You better .. get in touch with the people, big brother 

                                  D                A            Em                                   D               A    Em 

                      Better get them on your side, big brother .. and keep them satisfied 

 

 

Em 

Welcome to the beat of the city street .. walk on, now, and don’t be shy 

Em 

Take a closer look at the people you meet 

          D              A                 Em           D                 A                 Em 

And notice the fear in their eyes .. watching the time passing by 

 

 

                 Em                               

CHORUS2:     Hey big brother .. as soon as you arrive 

                  

                      You better .. get in touch with the people, big brother 

                                   D              A            Em                                   D               A    Em 

                      Better keep them on your side, big brother .. and keep them satisfied 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Em 

Focus your eye on the filthy sky .. just as far as you can see 

Em 

Everybody's getting kinda tired of waiting 

             D            A          Em             D             A         Em 

‘Cause nobody wants to cry .. and nobody wants to die 

 

 

                 Em                               

CHORUS3:     Hey big brother .. as soon as you arrive 

                  

                      You better .. get in touch with the people, big brother 

                               D             A           Em                                   D               A    Em 

                      And get them on your side, big brother .. and keep them satisfied 

  

 

                Em                                                   Bm                               Em 

BRIDGE: Now that you've got the picture .. what are you going to do 

                Em                                                     D                                 E 

               Now that you've got the picture .. what are you going to do 

 

 

BREAK:  Em-A (highly improvised) 

              Em 

  

 

              Em 

OUTRO: (Spoken) Hey big brother, I know you're out there somewhere 

                            If we don't get our thing together, big brother will be watching us 

                            He ain't gonna get me, are you gonna let him get you? 

                            He'll never get me, he'll never get me, no 

                            Big brother’s comin’ 

                            No, he’ll never get me .. no, no, no, no 

                 

                Em  (repeat with gradual fade out) 

                Hey, big brother .. Hey, big brother .. Hey, big brother… 

 

 

 

 


